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A.   Project Narrative 

A.1  Existing Condition Description 
Approximately 0.50 miles south of Ellsworth along the west side of Kansas Highway 14 (K-14), is a Good 
Samaritan Retirement Village and a housing subdivision called Canren Addition. There are currently nine houses 
in Canren Addition, with a tenth house located just to the north. K-14 is a two-lane asphalt roadway with no 
shoulders. 

Approximately 0.10 miles south of the Smoky Hill River bridge is the Ellsworth County Fairgrounds, a rodeo 
arena, two baseball diamonds, and a large grassy area which is used for many activities such as: the annual 4th of 
July celebration, youth soccer and flag football practice, 4-H activities, traveling carnivals, and many others. This 
entire area is owned by the local governments. Directly southwest of the bridge are two more baseball fields and 
another large grassy area which is also utilized for many local events. This area is owned by the City. 

Less than 0.10 miles north of the bridge is a sweet treat dispensary called the Sugar Shack as well as the Hodgden 
House Museum, both local attractions for old and young alike and the center of the annual Cowtown Days 
Celebration. A KAN-cycle bike sharing station was constructed by the museum in 2019. A few hundred feet 
further north is the downtown business district of Ellsworth consisting of retail shops, restaurants, professional 
services, and the Ellsworth Elementary School., and professional services. 

A.2  Project Needs 

There is a proposed Workforce Housing Development project to construct 12 new homes in Canren Addition 
beginning in 2020. The estimated cost of the project is $2.5 million. People currently walk and bicycle to 
Ellsworth from this area by utilizing the K-14 pavement or ditches. With minimal shoulders along the highway, 
pedestrian and bicycle travel on the roadway is an undesirable interaction with high speed automobile traffic. The 
posted speed limit is 50 mph from Kansas Highway 156 until the city limits. Walking in the ditch separates 
pedestrians from motorized vehicles but has its own perils of stepping in holes, stepping on refuse, or tripping in 
the tall grass. The proposed new homes are anticipated to attract families with young children. The roads within 
Canren Addition consist of gravel surfacing, also less than desirable for pedestrian traffic.  Having an established 
multi-use pathway system in place from Canren Addition to Ellsworth would spark increased interest for young 
families to move into a new house knowing that safety features and amenities are in place. This pathway would 
connect the residents south of town with the Fairgrounds, public recreation facilities, the museum, and the 
downtown business district. It would be the city's priority to work collaboratively with the housing developer and 
Good Samaritan officials in developing a comprehensive multi-use pathway plan for connecting these 
neighborhoods with existing sidewalks that cross over the K-14/Smoky Hill River bridge. 

. 
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A.3  Project Scope 

The proposed neighborhood multi-use pathway project will provide for a safe and reliable route for adults and 
children to utilize instead of K-14 to connect them to the Good Samaritan Retirement Village and the Canren 
Addition Workforce Housing Development. The project scope is to construct an 8-foot-wide concrete path from 
the paved parking lot of Good Samaritan, north to the Smoky Hill River bridge. A pedestrian span bridge is 
proposed to cross the creek which runs along the south side of the fairgrounds. The bridge will not only provide 
a safe and efficient way to cross the creek but will also be an item of interest for users of the path.  

The pathway will initially traverse along the western edge of the KDOT right of way of K-14. Just south of the 
creek, the pathway will diagonal northwest for a short distance to where the creek crossing is narrowed, thus 
allowing for a shorter bridge. The bridge will be located in the trees along the creek. The path will then continue 
north along the west side of the old armory building, following the east side of the gravel road to Ave K. After 
crossing Ave K to the north, the pathway will follow the alignment of an existing sidewalk east to Cleveland Ave. 
From there it will traverse northeast to an existing sidewalk coming from the Smoky Hill River bridge. 

 

A.4  Project Benefits 

The proposed pathway would provide a smooth ADA compliant concrete surface, away from K-14 traffic, for 
people to walk or bicycle between Ellsworth and the housing to the south of town. It further provides connectivity 
between the housing south of town, the fairgrounds, the museum, and the downtown business district. The 
separation of pedestrians and bicyclists from vehicular traffic on K-14 will be a safety improvement, while at the 
same time providing a scenic pathway for recreation and exercise for healthy living. 

People seeking to utilize the pathway for the purpose of recreation and/or exercise could park at the fairgrounds 
and have a nearly one-mile round trip. Those seeking a longer adventure could park at the museum to get about a 
1.75-mile round trip.   

What a tremendous asset this pathway will be for attracting people and businesses to Ellsworth! pathway  

A.5  Project Readiness 

w The majority of the pathway is proposed to be constructed on publicly owned property. The city has talked 
with the KDOT Area Engineer and Maintenance Superintendent in Ellsworth about utilizing the western K-14 
right of way from the Good Samaritan Village to the creek. A small tract of right of way may need to be acquired 
along the southern edge of the creek. The city owns property on the creek up to the K-14 right of way. The amount 
of right of way to be acquired is estimated to be 0.05 acres from one parcel. The landowner of this property has 
been contacted and has indicated that they would be open to idea of the pathway if it has minimal impact to their 
property. 
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There is a possibility that one or two power poles may need to be moved and perhaps a phone pedestal structure. 
The need for utility relocations will be determined during the preliminary design process. The pathway will be 
shifted where possible to avoid existing utilities. 

The project has been on City Council meeting agendas twice in October 2019, where the project was discussed 
openly. No objections were raised during these meetings.
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B.  Detailed Map and Photos 
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K-14 Highway looking north. 

West K-14 right-of-way near creek. Fairgrounds facility (owned by City). Path will be 
adjacent to gravel road. 

Replace sidewalk along 
north side Ave K. 

Improve path along Cleveland Ave. 

West K-14 right-of-way. 
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KANcycle bike sharing station near museum. Hodgden House Museum. 

Sugar Shack. 
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C.  Sketch Plan/Preliminary Design 
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D.  Itemized Breakdown of Project Costs 

Line No Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Price Item Cost 

1 Sidewalk Construction (4") (AE) 3,467 SQYD $50  $173,350  
2 Remove/Replace Curb and Gutter 20 LNFT $45  $900  
3 Sidewalk Ramp 100 SQYD $175 $17,500  
4 Erosion Control/Seeding 1 LS $10,000  $10,000  
5 Common Excavation  1,733 CUYD $25.00 $43,333  
6 Metal Pipe Culverts 216 LNFT $75  $16,200  
7 Concrete Pavement 149 SQYD $90  $13,400  
8 Construct Concrete Stemwall 60 LNFT $75  $4,500  
9 Removal of Existing Structures 1 LSUM $8,000  $8,000  
10 Mobilization 1 LSUM $25,000  $25,000  
11 Traffic Control 1 LSUM $10,000  $10,000  
12 Contractor Construction Staking 1 LSUM $7,500  $7,500  
13 Span Bridge over creek 1 LSUM $72,000  $72,000  
14 Inflation (4.5% x 2 years) 1 LSUM $36,965  $36,965  

      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
       

Subtotal  $438,648  
Construction Contingency 10.0% $43,865   
Opinion of Probable Cost  $482,513  

Design Status (Check One)    

X Conceptual Design    

 Preliminary Design  KIRKHAM MICHAEL 

 Final Design    
 Project Manager: J. Halbgewachs Date: 10/14/2019 
The Engineer, using his or her professional judgement, has developed this stated Opinion of Probable Construction Cost based upon the design status identified above. Development 
of this Opinion has included consideration of design input level; however, the circumstances under which the work is expected to be undertaken, the cost and availability of materials, 
labor and services, probable bidder response and the economic conditions at the time of bid solicitation are beyond the control of the Engineer and will impact actual bid costs. 
Should bidding be delayed, these costs should be reviewed and, if necessary, adjusted to a more applicable Engineering News Record Construction Cost Index 

 

Cost Summary Estimated Cost City KDOT 

Preliminary Engineering $55,000 $55,000 $0 
Utility Relocates $2,000 $2,000 $0 
Right of Way $5,000 $5,000 $0 
Construction $482,000 $96,400 $385,600 
Construction Engineering $80,000 $16,000 $64,000 
    
TOTALS $624,000 $174,400 $449,600 
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E.  Project Timeline 

TA Applications Due November 1, 2019 
TA Project Award January 2020 
Design Consultant Contract for Design February 2020 
Submit Field Check Plans August 2020 
Field Check Project November 2020 
Clear Right of Way and Utilities March 2021 
Submit Final Plans July 2021 
Project Letting October 2021 
Construction Spring/Summer 2022 
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F.  Resolution of Support from the City of Ellsworth
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G.  Letters of Support
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