
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                         

       

                                                                                                                           

                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

  

Ellsworth Golf Course 

It is that time of year again when we 
bring our loved ones together and 
celebrate all the joy and closeness of 
family.  We believe strongly that 
Ellsworth Golf Course is also a family.  
A group of like minded individuals that 
support not only the hobby we love 
but the social community our hobby 
creates.  Our family stretches all the 
way from the far links of #6 to each 
and every guest that enjoys The 900 
Room.  We remember our friends that 
we have lost this year and our friends 
who have been away from the game.  
There are wishes for speedy 
recovery’s as well as wishes for 
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golfing reunion’s in this coming year.  
We are proud to be a center point 
that so many can revolve around and 
we have no plans of slowing down 
going forward.  This past year has 
brought us new heights of success 
that include a truly first rate golf 
course of play, increased expose into 
our community with extra events and 
a renewed tournament interest in the 
game we all love.  One day at a time 
we think of all we will achieve 
together.  We go forward into 2020 – 

 
TOGETHER. 

 

This past weekend we 
hosted the 2019 Pass 
Holder Holiday Kickoff 
Taco Bar!  This was a free 
event for all 2019 Pass 
Holders & Families and we 
had a great turnout.  This 
event was meant to be the 
first of its kind but not the 
last!  As an inaugural, we 
hope to continue this each 
and every Holiday Season 
going forward as a way of 
offering community and 
thanks to all those who buy 
Season Golf Passes.  This 
year’s event featured a full 
taco bar and a few door 
prizes (gift cards, hats, logo 
balls).  We hope to build up 
for next year and hope you 
will keep it in your 2020 
Holiday Season plans!  

Order Yours Today: 
 

www.kansasgolfbook.com 



great news for you and your families.  
We will once again offer a “Welcome 
Pass” to any individual or family who 
has not been a pass holder over the 
past two seasons.  Additionally, we 
are thrilled to have last year’s 
“Welcome Pass” holders back for a 
full 2020!  

  

Clubhouse  

Hours 

November, 
December, 
January & 
February 

 

 

We continue to be proud to offer a new feature going forward into 2020.  Guests will be 
able to book specific tee times through our Facebook Page.  As this is a new feature and 
we are in the off season, we continue to want to provide you this information.  Check it out! 

 

It is that time for the year again when 
we contact you regarding our:  

2020 Season Pass Holder Drive 

 This year’s rates have been happily 
unchanged by our Golf Course 
Advisory Board!  What you paid last 
year is what you pay this year!  This is 

2020 SEASON PASS DRIVE 
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For all Season Pass questions, contact Colby today!  785-472-4236 

Facebook now features:  Tee Times 

 

What’s Been Happening This Off  Season? 
Off season, what off season?!  We 

have been enjoying a filled calendar 

this off season with some very popular 

events.  Throughout October, 

November and December, we have 

hosted a Monday Night Cornhole 

League.  This league night has been 

brand new to Ellsworth and at times, we 

had as many as 20 unique visitors out 

to play with us.  This one league night 

has generated new revenue for our 

course and helps additionally spotlight 

us out into the community!    This 

January 18
th
, we will be hosting a 

Cornhole Saturday Tournament to help 

catch up will all those in the community 

that love the sport but were unable to 

make it out on Monday nights. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/ellsworthgolfcourse 

We have also successfully hosted our 

first Ellsworth Golf Course produced 

event!  The Brewery @ 900 featured 

Fly Boy Brewery from Sylvan Grove, 

KS.  80 unique guests made their way 

out to see us that night and everyone 

could not have left happier.  We look 

forward to hosting more events in the 

New Year!  Please keep an eye out! 
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Hole Placement: It's all about location, 

location, location 
Presented by the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America 

Ever get the feeling that the golf course superintendent is out to get golfers by tucking the hole behind a bunker or hazard on every 

green? 

Superintendents have heard it all before. A golfer walks off a green and mutters, "What kind of idiot would put a pin there?" 

Rest assured, there is a method to the madness for placing hole locations. As a rule, superintendents will set up the course using a 

hole rotation with six placements in the front third of the green, six in the center, and six in the back with nine holes cut on the left 

side of the green and nine on the right. 

There are some deviations from this straightforward method. One involves dividing the putting surface into several sections or 

quadrants, but there is always a balance between locations in the front, center and back. That way, the overall length of the golf 

course does not change from day to day. 

By cutting the hole in different locations, the challenges posed to the golfers vary. Perhaps one hole location emphasizes a 

dangerous bunker located adjacent to the green. Maybe a different hole location emphasizes the slope or crown of the green. Yet 

another location toward the very front of the green may discourage the use of the bump-and-run shot. By varying the hole 

locations, a course can be made to test the versatility of all competitors, forcing them to demonstrate proficiency in several aspects 

of the game. 

But as the golf season progresses and the weather changes, green speeds increase and weekly rounds double. This can make it very 

difficult to find a fair hole location where the turf is not worn. Since slowing down green speeds would entail altering Mother 

Nature, this is usually not an option. Superintendents have to come up with other ways to simplify the selection of hole locations. 

Superintendents will study the design of the hole as the architect intended it to be played. They take into account the length of the 

shot to the green and how it may be affected by the probable conditions for the day -- that is, wind and other weather elements, 

condition of the turf grass from which the shot will be played and the holding quality of the green. 

A proper hole location has enough putting surface between the hole and the front and sides of the green to accommodate the 

required shot. For example, if the hole requires a long iron or fairway wood to the green, the hole should be located deeper in the 

green and farther from its sides than if the hole requires a short pitch shot. The hole should also be cut as nearly vertical as possible, 

not perpendicular to the contour of the green. 

Because it takes three weeks for a cup to repair itself, the superintendent's rule of thumb is for every green to have approximately 

21 hole locations - spots that are roughly flat for a yard in diameter. 

Technology may also provide an answer to tougher hole locations. The return of hand-mowing has allowed bunkers and other 

hazards to be moved closer to the edge of the greens. In the 1970s and '80s, the triplex riding mowers that were commonly used 

needed more room to turn around. So a flagstick set at the edge of the green may in fact be closer to trouble than in years past. And 

though it's customary for a hole location to be at least three to five paces from the edge of the green, there are no official 

USGA rules prohibiting something even closer and more challenging. 

Still, many superintendents will go to great lengths to give golfers a little extra information that can improve their scores and make 

their round more enjoyable. Hole location sheets, fairway flags and GPS laser-guided yardages are all ways superintendents 

provide information about hole locations on a daily basis. 

For more information regarding golf course maintenance and etiquette, contact your local superintendent or the Golf Course 

Superintendents Association of America at 800-472-7878 or www.gcsaa.org. 

 
Read more: https://www.gcsaa.org/resources/research-information/secure/communication/informationforgolfers/hole-

placement#ixzz68fUVv7lv 

http://www.gcsaa.org/
https://www.gcsaa.org/resources/research-information/secure/communication/informationforgolfers/hole-placement#ixzz68fUVv7lv
https://www.gcsaa.org/resources/research-information/secure/communication/informationforgolfers/hole-placement#ixzz68fUVv7lv
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The truth & consequences of 

green speed 
Presented by the Golf Course Superintendents Association of America 

Years ago, there was a man named Edward Stimpson who loved golf and craved to 
create more fairness in the game. To further his passion, he invented a device intended 
to ensure that all the greens on a course were of relatively equal speed. The idea was to 
give superintendents (then, greenkeepers) a way to compare the speed of the 4th green 
with the 13th and take steps to equalize them. This was, no doubt, a sound and noble 
idea. 

But sometimes bad things happen to good ideas. 

Today, his simple tool, the Stimpmeter, is often misused to compare the speed of greens 
from course to course and unfortunately, to establish a benchmark of putting difficulty. 
Golfers are sometimes heard to say, "Hey, Hickory Hills was 'stimping' 13 last week." 
This essentially means that the greens were as fast as the linoleum on most kitchen 
floors. 

From a purely competitive standpoint, that's OK. However, this quest for fast greens has 
serious consequences in terms of cost, environmental quality and the long-term health of 
the green. In short, speed can kill. Here's why: 

A healthy, vigorous green can be maintained at a very short cutting height (as low as 
1/8-inch) for short periods of time without serious consequences if it's been prepared 
properly and weather conditions are acceptable. Courses hosting tournaments often take 
months (and spend significant extra money) to bring greens up to an ultrafast speed for 
PGA Tour players. For example, the greens at Augusta National or Oakmont may 
"stimp" up to 14 when properly prepared and dry. 

However, fast greens are extremely fragile. If you compared them with human beings, it 
would be fair to say that their immune systems can be very weak. They become 
susceptible to diseases and pests, and therefore may require more chemical treatments. 
Weather can also quickly destroy the health of an ultrafast green. High temperatures and 
lack of moisture in the air are deadly to greens that are maintained at very short cutting 
heights for any length of time. 

The risks of maintaining fast greens -- even with the best professional management by 
superintendents -- were apparent in the summer of 1995 when golf courses across the 
eastern United States lost greens during an extended period of drought and high 
temperatures. Many of the world's best-known courses suffered serious damage and 
were essentially unplayable for the last half of the year. Many of these had to be 
reseeded or completely rebuilt at a cost that was high in terms of budget, playability and 
reputation. 

The solution to the dilemma of fast greens is twofold. First, the golf industry is 
sponsoring and promoting research and development of new grasses that are more 
tolerant of fast speeds under adverse conditions. Organizations such as the USGA and 
GCSAA are investing millions of dollars in this effort. 

On the other side, golfers should understand and accept the limitations of these living 
systems we call greens. Golfers should also heed the advice of superintendents who 
manage, nurture and protect these ecosystems. And finally, many golfers must change 
their attitudes about the competitive aspect of green speeds. They should, in the 
footsteps of Mr. Stimpson, strive for fairness, not fastness. 
Read more: https://www.gcsaa.org/resources/research-
information/secure/communication/informationforgolfers/the-truth-consequences-of-
green-speed#ixzz68ezI6qYf 

 

Message from the Course Superintendent 

Phone: 

785 – 472 - 4236 
 

Email:  
phammel@ellsworthks.net 

 
crichard@ellsworthks.net 

Have additional 
Questions, Concerns, or 
Comments?  Patrick’s 
door is always open to 
discuss what’s on your 

mind.  You can also 
email him at: 

phammel@ellsworthks.net 
 
 

 
 

 
 

@ellsworthgolfcourse 

We’re on the Web! 

www.cityofellsworthks.net  
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